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^ only change in territory since that time has been the addition
of the Aland Islands in 1922. They had been held at various times by
Russia and Sweden, and were of considerable strategic importance due
to their control of the entrance to the Gulf of Bothnia and their rela-
tion to the Swedish and Finnish coasts. Although their population is
largely Swedish and they were desired by Sweden, the League of Na-
tions granted them to Finland, with restrictions as to their military use.

POPULATION

The Finns are not related racially to either the Teutonic or the
Slavic peoples, but are members of the Finno-Ugrian racial group.

The distribution of population in Finland. (After Bowman, modified.)

Originally Asiatic nomads, they settled down as agriculturalists, woods-
men and traders, and have adopted European civilization. Physically
they are short in stature, but are a strong, hardy people. Tempera-
mentally they are industrious, hospitable and faithful, but somewhat
stolid. However, they are most distinguished by a keen sense of per-
sonal freedom and independence. Education is usually well developed,
and the people are culturally advanced